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scendants, summed up the family tradition and atmosphere in
one sentence: CI thank God that not one among you is a Re-
publican.1
Educated in the School of St. Genevieve run by Jesuits, and
in the Military Colleges of St. Cyr and L'£cole d'Etat Major, and
profoundly influenced by the teachings of Comte Albert de
Mun,1 Lyautey grew to manhood in an environment which
still further emphasized the ideal of service. Like the thousands
of other able men who followed similar careers and also felt the
teaching of de Mun, he learnt devotion to France as a nation
and as a State, rather than to the Republic as such, or to
democratic ideals.
This etatiste outlook was shared not only by fonctionnaires in
the military and colonial services, but by the leaders of the
home civil service, the judiciary, and even by some of the
politicians. It has both its virtues and its vices. In so far as it
rests on professional pride, on the ideal of State-service and
national honour, it has immense social value. It makes for
honest service, administrative integrity, even-handed justice.
In so far as it is authoritarian, and attracts or breeds a narrow,
rigid, over-traditionalist unimaginative type of personality, it
lends itself to eager canvassing by totalitarian and undemo-
cratic political movements which seek to overthrow the parlia-
mentary system from within. By family traditions and technical
training, by service-traditions and their working environment,
the French fonctionnaires in the latter phases of the Third Re-
1 Comte Albert de Mun: Ma Vocation Sociale (1926). Mun had a
genius for winning disciples to his creed of social service and had more
influence than any other single person in inspiring men such as
Lyautey to a life of devoted service. He taught that "it was the duty of
the privileged classes to go to the humble folk, to learn to know
them, to go with them in sympathy: to seek with them in perfect
confidence and trust for a way of lessening this misunderstanding and
of drawing hearts together'. Mun later described his disciples of St.
Cyr as * these young men, possessed by one idea only ... to serve their
country by love, by devoting themselves completely to it while re-
maining professed Christians' (quoted Sonia E. Howe: op. cit., pp.
26-9). Cf. Jacques Piou: Le Comte Albert de Mun (1925). Mun played
a central part in the Boulangist plots.

